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Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Worship 10:30 AM 
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Bible Study 7:00 PM 
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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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hen we were preparing to move to serve 

the Collinsville church, the decision was 

made to pack all the boxes and move 

them ourselves. We would leave the furniture and 

large items for the movers. 

There were several factors that went into that 

decision. One of those factors was the value of 

some of the items to be moved. I am not talking 

about monetary value, but sentimental value. 

Mary collects bells. Many of those bells have 

special meaning to her because of from whom or 

where they came. She keeps track of where the 

bells come from and could probably tell you 

something special about most of them. 

It wasn’t that she did not trust the movers. 

They were very professional. They came with 

high recommendations. They were insured. They 

were experienced and did their job well. It’s just 

that those bells are precious to Mary. She didn’t 

want to entrust them to anyone else. She packed 

each one herself very carefully. I even felt I was 

putting my own life in jeopardy every time I 

loaded one of those boxes into our vehicle and 

transported them here. I received multiple 

warnings for each box — how I carried it, how I 

packed it in the vehicle, how I would drive, and 

where I would put then when I got to the house. 

All of us are like Mary. There are things that 

are so precious to us that we would not entrust 

them to anyone else. Isn’t it odd how we are so 

willing, however, to entrust that which is the most 

precious to us to others? You soul is more 

precious than all the world (Matthew 16:26). Yet, 

there are many that entrust them to preachers, 

elders, and teachers without giving second 

thought. Of course, these men should be, and in 

most cases are, very well qualified to care for 

your soul. However, who is responsible for your 

soul? You alone are responsibility (Romans 

14:12). 

It is important, therefore, for you take charge 

of your spiritual life. Do not drift through life 

depending on and following others blindly. Take 

the responsibility to study the word of God on a 

regular basis. Take the outlines of sermons 

provided each week and study them on your own. 

Prepare for the Bible class before it is streamed 

each week. Likewise, prepare for and participate 

in the Wednesday Ladies’ class and the class on 1 

Peter that are taught via the internet. Subscribe to 

some good periodicals and read good books, and 

then study them with your Bible at your 

fingertips. Challenge the things you read and 

hear, then hold them up to the standard of God’s 

word. 

Your soul is precious. You need to do it 

yourself! 

Terry Mabery 
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