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here are signs that governments are beginning to 

open things up, and that gives hope—hope that 

we will begin returning to normal and that we 

can once again assemble to worship together 

physically. I realize that we may never return to the 

old normal. Regardless, there is hope of better days 

ahead. 

It is with that thought that I write today. My 

prayer is that many will be looking to God more than 

they have ever done in their lives to this point. It is up 

to us now to demonstrate how well we have been and 

are able to handle the struggle society as a whole has 

been going through. How are we, as Christians, 

dealing with all this? Can we honestly say, as Paul, “I 

can do all things through Him that strengthens me” 

(Phil. 4:13). First, we should demonstrate an attitude 

of hope and assurance. We serve the God of hope 

(Rom. 5:13). This means we should be a people of 

peace and assurance. All things are under His control. 

After all, He is the Creator and Sustainer of the entire 

universe. We can depend upon Him to be with us, 

regardless of what comes our way (Hebrews 13:5-6). 

He protects us from being overcome and always sees 

to it that we have a way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13). We 

should have peace because we have an avenue of 

taking our needs to God (Phil. 4:6-7) and God will see 

that everything will work together for our good (Rom. 

8:28). Certainly, above all, we have that hope of 

eternal life which anchors our life (Heb. 6:18-19). 

With that peace and assurance that come from the 

hope we have, we should demonstrate thankful hearts. 

When we pray, we should pray with thanksgiving 

(Phil. 4:6). God has blessed us in so many ways, but 

especially spiritually (Eph. 1:3), and it is God’s will 

that we live thankfully before Him in all things (1 Th. 

5:18). Especially we should show an attitude of 

thanksgiving toward God because of the great gift of 

Jesus’ sacrifice (2 Cor. 9:15) and the victory we have 

through Him (1 Cor. 15:57). 

Finally, as Christians we have every reason to be 

joyful. Paul wrote to the Christians at Philippi to 

rejoice always (Phil. 4:4). And why shouldn’t we? 

We dwell in a spiritual kingdom where there is 

righteousness, joy and peace (Rom. 14:17). We 

rejoice in the hope of the glory of God (Rom. 5:2) 

because we have been reconciled to God (Rom. 5:11). 

As God’s children, let us demonstrate to others 

now a joyful and grateful heart because of the 

assurance of that hope that lies within us. It very well 

could open doors later for His gospel. 

Terry Mabery 

*******
 

Children today miss out on a lot that many of us 

enjoyed. They are cooped up in air conditioned houses in 

front of the television, a mobile device, or playing video 

games. We on the other hand got to run around with sweat 

pouring off of us. One of the games you undoubtedly 

remember is “Hide and Seek.”  

The Almighty God of all creation is a seeker, but it is 

not in a game. What He is seeking are those who are true 

worshipers, and no one can hide from Him.  

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 

the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  

John 4:23 ESV  
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