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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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oah and his family were on the ark for a year. All 

mountains were covered and all flesh died 

(Genesis 7:19, 21). As Noah exits the ark at the age of 

601, don’t forget what he had been through; what he 

had seen. Noah lost all his neighbors, friends, and 

most of his family. Imagine how the landscape had 

changed. Moving forward, his life would be different. 

According to 8:18-20, Noah went out of the ark and 

worshiped God. 

Change really is the only thing that stays the 

same. So, as Christians we should expect it. As we 

step out of 2019 and into 2020, changes are coming 

for us as well. We will welcome a new minister while 

praying the Pugh family has a blessed transition at 

Greenmount. We will be involved in the three-year 

plan that will bring glory to God and growth to our 

congregation. But when change comes, the Truth 

must remain the Truth; the Gospel must still be 

preached, and the Lord’s work thru the local church 

must continue. 

We cannot allow change to weaken our unity. I 

think about Jesus praying in John 17. Jesus repeatedly 

prays for unity. "They also may be one in Us" (John 

17:21) "that they may be one just as we are one." 

(John 17:22) "I in them, and You in Me. (John 

17:23) "I desire that they also whom You gave Me 

may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 

glory" (John 17:24) "And I have declared to them 

Your name, and will declare it, that the love with 

which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them." 

(John 17:26)  

No matter the changes that come at the local 

church, as a body we take them head on and march 

forward together, unified with the Lord. And just like 

Noah, we worship!!  

From the Shepherd’s Pen - Jason Wright 
 

******* 

Mary and I used to go on float trips with fellow 

Christians. I remember one trip in particular that some 

novice floaters started out quite a bit ahead of us and 

others. It was not long before we and others over took 

them. Being inexperienced, they were having trouble 

guiding their canoe along with the current of the river. 

They were traveling from one side of the river bank to 

the other, zig-zagging their way down the river. A 

float trip that most of us finished in four to five hours 

took them several more hours to complete.  

Many people live their spiritual lives as those 

canoeists traveled the river. Rather than keeping 

focused on Christ, they let the lure of the world draw 

them from one thing to another. Unlike the canoeists, 

they may never reach their destination. Satan’s 

distractions could very well draw them in for good.  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 

and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to 

Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. Heb 

12:1-2 ESV  

Put away anything that holds you back or that 

attracts you to the world. Keep your eyes on Jesus. 

Make it your goal today and every day to live more 

like Him.  
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