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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 

Vol. 47 No. 43 Collinsville Church of Christ November 3, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

s children, we would play in the neighborhood, ride 

our bicycles, and get together with others in the 

neighborhood for a sandlot game of baseball, 

basketball, football or soccer. Self-elected captains would 

choose players and someone was always last to be picked. 

Generally everyone played. We did not have parental 

cheering (or interference) at our games. We did have fun. 

Those who excelled in sports went on to play sports in 

school and those who were really good went on to play in 

college. 

At times we would fight; we would even bully or be 

bullied. Of course, if our parents learned that we had 

initiated any of the aforementioned, we would receive 

what the politically correct now call “corporal 

punishment”. We called it “a whipping”. Interestingly, we 

survived. Proverbs 13:24 “Whoever spares the rod hates 

his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline 

him.”  Today, too few believe what God taught us in 

Proverbs. 

While on the way to worship on a recent Sunday, I 

noticed the large crowd at the Troy park to watch and play 

soccer. On the way home the crowd had grown. Satan 

must be smiling. 

Are today’s children better behaved, more intelligent, 

or better adapted to deal with life? Are more athletes 

getting those big college scholarships?  

At one time, it was uncommon to have games or 

practices on Sunday. I recall hearing of Christians 

coaching little league sports who refused to play games or 

practice on Wednesday evenings. In those days, many 

professed Christianity. To me, it seems that when Saturday 

evening services were introduced in some denominations, 

things changed. Satan’s hold on “Christendom” grew. 

 
- To be continued next week 
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******* 

Have you ever purchased an item that had to be 

assembled before use? If so, how did you approach 

that project? Did you jump right in? Did you get 

somewhat into the assembly only to learn that things 

were not fitting together properly? Or maybe you 

completed the assembly but it just did not work 

properly? Or maybe you had parts left over? What did 

you learn from that? Did you go back and read the 

instructions to see where things went wrong? 

Friend, sometimes we are just so excited about getting 

started that we don’t read the instructions. We are 

enthusiastic but we bungle it up. 

When it comes to our Christian lives, zeal and 

enthusiasm are great. We need more of that. Yet, we 

must make sure that we are not only zealous but that 

we base our actions upon the instructions of God’s 

word.  

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for 

God, but not according to knowledge. For, being 

ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 

establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 

righteousness.  

Romans 10:2-3 (ESV)  

Brothers and sisters, we must be zealous. Yet, 

don’t let your zeal get ahead of your knowledge of 

God’s word. We cannot establish our own 

righteousness. We must submit to God’s 

righteousness. Study the instruction manual.  
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