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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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 or the Christian, communication with God thru 

prayer is an important way of dealing with the 

tragedies of this life (Hebrews 4:16). It is also true 

that the Holy Scriptures are a great source of comfort 

for Christians. You would agree that within the past 

year, our congregation has endured death, disease, 

and injuries. Naturally, these things get us down. 

Thanks be to God, we have another avenue for 

comfort—God’s Word. 

Consider Psalm 9:9, The Lord is a refuge in times 

of trouble. Also, Psalm 46:1, God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble. How about 

Psalm 116:1-2, I love the Lord because He has heard 

my voice and my supplications. Because He inclines 

His ear to me, I will call upon Him as long as I live. 

Jesus clearly understands the challenges of this 

life. He suffered through them as well. He offers this 

encouragement in Matthew 11:28-29, Come unto Me 

all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest (refreshed). Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. 

In Joshua 1, Moses has passed away. Joshua’s 

challenge is to be the new leader of God’s people. 

Notice verse 9, Be strong and of good courage; do 

not be afraid, nor be dismayed (discouraged), for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go. The 

same is true today. God is with His people. 

The Bible does not declare freedom from 

challenges and tragedies in this life. Forget Dr. Phil; 

put away man’s philosophy; hold strong to God’s 

word. Whatever you go through in this new year, 

communicate with God through prayer and resolve to 

endure with the help of God and His Word! 

– Jason Wright 

******* 

If you follow baseball at all you are undoubtedly 

aware of the “big money” contracts that have been 

given to Bryce Harper and to Manny Machado. Yet, 

there are many “free agents” that have not been 

offered contracts as the opening of the season grows 

closer each day. Why is that? It is apparent that 

owners are resetting their priorities. Do they want to 

pay long term for someone who will grow older and 

less productive? Would they rather pay more per year 

for fewer years? What are the needs? Pitchers? 

Hitters. They have to examine their priorities. 

As Christians, we, too, should be examining our 

priorities regarding our Christian life. When we begin 

shuffling commitments to school organizations, work, 

community organizations, athletic organizations and 

more, where does God fit in?  

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him. 1 John 2:15 ESV 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness... Matt 6:33 ESV  

Set your priorities this day on the Lord. Make 

Him King of your life. Allow Him to rule in your life. 

It is your choice.  

Have a great and fruitful remainder of the week. 

TLM 
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